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The Empress's Chastity Commission functioned in
close co-operation with the police. A number of regular
police were assigned to the supervision of morality in
Vienna and elsewhere in Austria, and the Commission
also employed secret agents to investigate the private
lives of men and women whose reputation did not please
Maria Theresa. These agents walked the streets of
Vienna at night in search of immorality, and the Empress
gave orders that they were to enter private houses when-
ever this seemed necessary in their search for culprits.
" There was plenty of money and plenty of luxury
in Vienna/* Casanova mentions in his Mdmoires, " but
the bigotry of the Empress made Cytherean pleasures
extremely difficult, especially for strangers/'
Maria Theresa's " legion of vile spies," who " were
the pitiless tormentors of all girls," made life for gay
foreigners extremely dangerous or very dull in Vienna.
" It is hardly possible/' Wraxall records in this con-
nection, "to conceive how minute and circumstantial
a detail her inquiries embrace relative to the private
conduct of her subjects of both sexes; their actions,
amusements, and pleasures, even the most concealed,
are constantly reported to her. She employs emissaries
or spies, who omit nothing for her information. I could
relate from my own personal knowledge some curious
and entertaining instances of her inspection into the
conduct of the ladies of her Court; but the subject is
too delicate for particular details. An illiberal super-
stition, rather than a rational disapproval of gallantry,
on account of the private and political ills which it
produces, actuate her in this rigorous proscription. . . .
The presence of the Empress, and the terror inspired by
her vigilance, as well as her resentment, operate in
repressing all excesses. Superstition, confessors,

